
% United States R\tent and Trademark Ofhce 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OtSk^ 
Addren: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box MSO 

Alexandria, ^^nia 22313-1450 
www.iupto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO, 


10/023,900 




12/21/2001 


Thomas Ronald Taylor 


87355.3060 


5307 


7590 


07/22/2003 









BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP 
Washington Square, Suite 1 100 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, SANG H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2877 

DATE MAILED: 07/22/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. ^VApplicant(s) 



10/023,900 



Examiner 

Sang H Nguyen 




TAYLOR ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2877 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 April 2003 , 
2a)IE This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex paile Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)\3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)\3 approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the phority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PT 0-892) 4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) CJ Other: 



U.S. Patenl and Trademark Office 

PT0.326(Rev. 04*01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Ameitdment 

1 . The present Office action is made in response to the Amendment "A'' (Paper No. 6 of 
04/1 8/03). It is noted that the present apphcation contains claims 1-20 by the Amendment ''A". 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a primed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1,3,6,8-9, 11, 15-16, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Hara et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,078,150). 

Regarding claim 1, 3, 6, 8-9, 11, 13, 15-16, 18, and 20; Hara et al discloses a 
fiberscope/boi*escope apparatus (91 of figure 12) comprising: 

* a flexible viewing scope is considered to be a rigid tip section (9 of figure 3) connected 
to a first end (figures 3 and 12) of a fiberoptic cable (12,13 of figure 3 and col. 19 lines 22-27) of 
an elongate flexible insertable section (94 of figure 12); 

* means for (CCD detector [103 of figure 12]) viewing the object (202 of figure 1) 
through an eyepiece section (92 of figure 12) of the fiberscope (91 of figure 12) having an 
eyepiece lens (101 of figure 12), wherein the an eye piece section (92 of figure 12) of the 
fiberscope (91 of figure 12) connected to a second end (figures 3 and 12) of the fiber optic cable 
(12,13 of figure 3 and col. 19 lines 22-27); and 
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* a source of ultraviolet liglit (3 of figure 3 and col. 1 1 lines 64-67) provide at the second 
end (figures 3 and 12) of the fiber optic cable (12,1 3 of figure 3 and col. 19 lines 22-27) for 
illuminating an object is living bodV (202 of figure 1 ), wherein the fiber optic cable (12,13 of 
figure 3) is encased in a flexible anr considered to be the elongate flexible insertable section (94 
of figure 12). See figures 1-25. ^' ' > ' 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or descnbed as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences be|?^een the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole \ybiild have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 4-5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as beil% 

unpatentable over F^ara et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,078,150) in view of Lobb et al (U.S. Patent No. 
5,045,936) and Tiiritmrnno (U.S. Patent No, 5,202,758). 

Regarding claims 2, 10, 14, and 1 7; Hara discloses all of featttfes in claimed invention 
except for a white light source provide at the second end of the fiber optic. However, Tambunnno 
teaches that it is known in the art to provide a white light source (37 of figure 3) provide at the 
second end of the fiber optic (31 ,32 of figure 3). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the inver(ti]:)n was made to provide fiberscope apparatus aftd.*^ 
method of Hara et al with a white light source provide at the second end of the fiber optic as ' 
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shown in the device o f Tamburrino for the purpose of providing a full color video image of the 
object and measuring cracks or defects of the object. 

Regarding claims 4 and 7; Hara et al teaches all of features in claimed invention except for 
a switch for turtaing the ultraviolet light source on and off. However, Lobb et al teaches that it is 
well known in the art to provide a switch for turning the ultraviolet light source on and off 
(figures 1 -9). It would have been obvious to one having ordinaiy skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide bore-scope apparatus and method of Hara et al with a switch for 
turning the ultraviolet light source on and off as shown in the device of Lobb et al for the purpose 
of adjusting light beam onto the object until a clear image of the object. 

Regarding claims 5, 12, and 19; Hara et al teaches all of features in claimed invention 
except for the ultraviolet hght source is a blue LED. However, Tamburrino discloses that it is 
known in the art to provide the ultraviolet light source is a blue LED (col. 3 line 15). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide fiberscope apparatus and method of Hara et al with the ultraviolet light source is a blue 
LED as shown in the device of Tambuirino for the purpose of providing a full color video image 
of the object and measuring cracks or defects of the object. 

Response to Arguments 

5. AppHcant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hosoda et al (6,464,633) discloses light source device for endoscope; ICral et al 
(6,412,334) discloses leak detection for endoscope; Tomasch et al (6,043,842) discloses remote 
surveillance device; Furusavva et al (5,840,017) discloses endoscope system; Ainsworth et al 
(5,703,377) discloses apparatus for the inspection of cylindrical object having a borescope device; 
or Cavv'ood (5,61 7,498) discloses light transmitting outer casings for endoscope and methods of 
making. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
\\'\\\ the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Sang Nguyen whose telephone number (703)308-6426. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Frank Font, can be reached on (703)308-4881 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)308-7722 or 7724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956. 




Nguyen/ sn 



June 26, 2003 





